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EZEKIEL xiv, 21. 


¥or thus saith the Lord God; How much more when I send my four sore judg- 
ments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and 
the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast? 


Tsearz were once a people favored with peculiar ad- 
vantages. When they sinned against God, by “tres-. 
passing grievously,” he sent sore judgments upon them 
as tokens of his anger against them. 


In the text, and verses preceding, God mentions four 
sore judgments with which he could afflict a sinful peo- 
ple by cutting off man and beast. Any one of those 
calamities falling upon a people, would be a sore judg- 
ment. How much more distressing to have all four 
meet together. 


With some of these judgments God has afflicted 
nations beside Isracl: and he can do it again. One of 
the judgments mentioned in the text, I shall select for 
our attention on the present occasion. 


The sword is the judgment which more particularly 
applies to the present state of this nation. The sword 
here means war in which a nation is involved. 

War ita sore judgment. God sends this judgment 
wherever it takes place, and he sends itas a punishment 
upon a people for their sins. 


Each of these statements require our attention. 


I. War is a sore judgment. 
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The truth of this sentiment will appear by noticing 
some of the evils connected with a state of war. 


1. War actually existing, implies an army of men 
collected together in hostile array with weapons of death 
in theirhands. ‘These military men are, generally, citi- 
zens or subjects of the nation to which the army belongs. 
They leave their friends, their homes, their former 
peaceable occupations and, in some respects, their liber- 
ty, and are placed under martial law, which is very strict, 
and abridges the soldier of some of the privileges and 
independence which he once enjoyed as a citizen. He 
must subject himself to many privations and hardships 
peculiar to astate of war. He must be ready, at the 
command of his officers, to face death in the field of 
battle, and endeavor to kill his fellow men in the 
opposing army. ‘These, with many other things attend- 
ing a military life, are evils not only to those who goto 
war as soldiers, but to their friends who remain at 
home. The nature and effects of war are calculated to 
give pain and anxiety of mind to those whose husbands, 
sons, and brothers are “‘jeoparding their lives unto the 
death in the high places of the field.” “Phe consider- 
ation that a battle is seldom fought without some being 
slain on both sides, excites painful fears in parents and 
others that their sons and friends who are gone to the 
war, are gone never more to return: and this very often 
takes place. These fears and anxieties will more or 
less distress the minds of the friends of those who com- 
pose an army in time of war, as none can know who 
will fall, or who survive the battle. 


Var then is a Judgment upon a people where it 


s 
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2, War is an evil as it occasions alarm 4nd terror to 
citizens who live near a military camp, or near the road 
of a marching army. If it be the army of their nation, 
its marches and encampments are often attended with 
injuries to neighboring inhabitants. Probably an army 
is seldom, if ever, found destitute of vicious and un- 
principled men, who cannot always be restraincd from 
committing depredations and abuses on peaceable in- 
habitants. The strictness of military discipline will not 
always restrainthem. In such cases many often suffer 
in their persons and property. But when an invading 
army passes through a country, the terror and distress 
are far greater, especially when the citizens must flee to 
escape the approaching enemy. In such a case many, 
who were incomfortable circumstances, are reduced to 
penury; and sometimes helpless men and women fall 
victims under the bloody hand of a relentless foe. It 
is not pretended that all armies are guilty of such savage 
conduct as some have committed upon the unarmed. 
Yet there have been such cruelties committed by mil- 
tary men upon the helpless, as shock the feelings of 
humanity. Witness the barbarous conduct of Hazael, 
as predicted by the prophet Elisha. See 2 Kings, vill, 
12; “And Hazael said, why weepest my lord? And he 
answered, because I know the evil that thou wilt do 
unto the children of Israel; their strong holds wilt thou 
set on fire, and their young men wilt ‘hou slay with the 
sword, and wilt dash their children, and rip up their 
women with child.” If such cryelties have not been 
the effects of all wars, yet have not captured earrisons 
been put to the sword, and the places given up to the 
pillage and other crimes of a licentious soldiery? Tt may 
be expected that the wars of the last days, conducted by 
Antichrist, will be terrible and distressing to multitudes 
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of the human race. But as war in its mildest form, 
occasions distress to many, it is a sore judgment. 


3. War is a sore judgment as it often destroys vast 
multitudes of people by battles, and other ways in con- 
sequence of war. Many thousands have been suddenly 
sent into eternity in one battle. Five hundred thousand 
were once slain in one hattle; see 2 Chron. xiii, 17. It. 
is a solemn consideration to see men killing men as fast 
as they can, regardless of their immortal souls which, 
by their means, are hurried into a solemn eternity. 
After a battle, how often do survivors, on both sides, 
boast of the numbers they have slain: and mention it 
with an air of joy and delight? It is no trifling matter 
for men to be the destroyers of their fellow men, and 
thus deprive them of life,—of all the enjoyments of 
life,—of the society of friends,—of usefulness in the 
world, and of a farther space for repentance. Armies, 
generally, are composed of men in younger life. But 
few old men go to war. These young men, according 
to the common course of life, might have lived many 
years in the world, been been comforts to their 
friends and useful members of society, had they not 
been cut down by war in time of youth. Sudden 
death in time of peace, is generally alarming to the liv- 
ing. It is more so when it takes place upon persons of 
vicious lives. In an army, it is often the case, are found 
many who appear destitute of any religious fear of God, 
or regard to his name. ‘Tosee hundreds and thousands 
of such persons slain in a battle, their souls ina moment 
entering the eternal world, must be very solemn and 
affecting to all who seriously consider the worth of the 
immortal soul. Whether they are friends or enemies, ’ 
it alters not the solemnity of the event. All, on both 


” 
sides, are unwilling to be slain in battle. Yet, on both 
sides, they endeavor to slay each other. Should it be 
said, that a necessary war renders it necessary for men 
to endeavor to kill their fellow men who have become 
their’enemies. Grant this, still we must view war a 
terrible judgment as it respects the destruction of human 
lives. A necessary war can never justify malice and 
enmity of heart against the souls of enemies. If it be 
necessary for a man to take the life of his fellow man 
from him, he should do it benevolently, praying for the 
salvation ofhis soul. But when men slaughter each 
other with a savage and ferocious spirit, it adds exceed- 
ingly tothe dreadful calamity of war. The judgment 
of the sword, famine, and pestilence mentioned in this 
fourteenth chapter of Ezekiel, has a particular reference 
to the cutting off from the land man and beast. Hence 
when men are cut off in multitudes, by any dispensa- 
tion of providence, God views it a sore judgment sent 
upon such a people. 


4, War is sometimes attended with the sore judg- 
ments of famine and pestilence. Besieged cities and 
earrisons are often reduced to great scarcity of bread, 
to diseases and death. Samaria was once besieged by 
the army of the king of Syria, which produced such 
a famine in the city, that “an ass’s head was sold for 
fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a cab 
of doves dung for five pieces of silver.”’ 


Jerusalem was besieged by the Babylonian army, till 
the famine prevailed in the city, and there was no bread 
for the people of the land. It is a heavy burden upon 
a people to maintain large armies. Many of the labor- 
ing citizens are removed from the field to the camp: in 


8 


consequence of which there must be a less supply of the 
necessary fruits of the earth, than in a time of peace. 
Demands for the support of an army are often very 
heavy and distressing. | War, also, often diminishes 
other sources of national wealth and family support, 
which greatly increases the distresses of the people. 

It may be added here, that war sometimes occasions 
the loss of national liberty and independence. An am- 
bitious victorious tyrant may proceed so far as to de- 
stroy the independence of another nation, and subject it 
under his own domination. ‘This has been the case in 
many instances. ‘The kingdom of Israel was over- 
thrown and captivated by the king of Assyria. The 
kingdom of Judah was overthrown and captivated by 
the king of Babylon. Many other nations have expe- 
rienced a similar calamity. E.venin modern times na- 
tions have lost their independence and become the en- 
slaved provinces of a military tyrant. Certainly this is 
no small judgment which a nation suflers by wars and 
other ensnaring means. 


5. A flood of vice and inimorality is generally, 
attendant on a state of war ina nation. Though men 
of steady habits, and of good moral and religious char- 
acters have been found in some armies; yet this is not 
the character of all who compose an army of soldiers. 
Many whoare empioyed in military service are persons 
of dissolute principles and vicious characters; and they 
generally become more vicious the longer they continue 
in such service. Others are soon contaminated with 
the vices common in an army which has been of years 
standing. Itis well known by those who have spent a 
pertion of their time in military service, that many vf the 
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soldiers are guilty of the horrid vice of profane language. 
This vice, becoming habitual, will be practised among 
the citizens by the proiane soldier when he leaves the 
army and associates with them. ‘there are other vices 
of which some military men are guilty. Some appear 
to cast off all reverence of Deity, and regard fora good 
moral character, while in the hazardous employment of 
military life. In time of war the sabbath is not gener- 
ally so strictly observed as in time of peace. ‘Some- 
times armies march and fight on the sabbath. Though 
this cannot always be avoided, yet great evil attends it. 
Hereby many of the soldiers are deprived of those reli- 
gious advantages which otherwise they might be favor- 
ed with in some measure. It tends to lessen that re- 
gard for the sabbath, with which in earlier life their 
minds were impressed. It is often the case in time of 
war, that travelling with teams and herds of cattle, be- 
comes necessary for the supply of the army and for the 
public good. This becomes an evil in others who im- 
itate the practice without necessity. A profanation of 
the sabbath in one respect, may embolden the trangres- 
sor to multiply his transgressions concerning that holy 
day, till he be beyond all restraint: and thus become 
very troublesome to pious people who wish to enjoy 
that day without interruption, by evidences before their 
eyes of its profanation. If vice and immorality are in- 
creased among people in consequence of war, then war 
is a sore judgment upon such a people. 


II. It is God who sends the judgment of war where- 
ever it takes place. 


Although there may be second causes for war and 


other judgments, yet these second causesare all under 
® 
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the control of the great first cause. God has all crea- 


tures, all events and all circumstances at his disposal. 
The judgments mentioned in the fourteenth chapter of 
Ezekiel were sent by the Lord. He says, “Then will I 
stretch out mine hand upon it and break the staff of the 
bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and will ewt 
off man and beast fromit. If Z cause noisome beasts to 


_ pass through the land—or if Z bring a sword upon the 


land, and say, Sword, go through the land; so that I 
cut off man and beast from it:—Or if J send a pestilence 
into that land, and pour out my fury upon it in blood to 
cut off from it man and beast.” If God designs to 
send a famine upon the land, he can easily so control 
the weather and other circumstances that the fruits of 
the earth shall be cut off. He can send drought, floods 
of rain, blast, mildew, frost, &c. which may cause a 
famine of bread. If he intend to cut off men by the 
pestilence, he can send diseases which will destroy 

many lives ina short time. So war is his judgment 
when it comes upon a people. He can find instruments 


enough who are ready to make war when he means to 


afflict a people with this sore judgment. We find 
much sald in the bible of divine agency in many of the 
wars there mentioned. When Israel did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, he so/d them into the hand of Chush- 
amishathaim. At another time the Lord strengthened 
Eglon king of Moab against Israel. At another time 
he sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan. 
Atanother time the Lord delivered them into the hand 
of Midian seven years. See the book of Judges, in 
which these and other similar instances are mentioned, 
Also in other parts of the bible the divine government 
is noticed relative to distressing wars. 
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The kings who came against Israel, and oppressed 
them with war, were wicked men, influenced by un- 
righteous motives in making war upon Isracl. Yet 
God sent them thus to afilict his people. His govern- 
ment over them was such that they were disposed un- 
justly to invade the land of Israel. The apostle James 
says, “From whence come wars and fightings among 
you? come they not hence, even of your lusts, that war 
in your members??? War, then, often rises from the 
lustsof men. Thisis the case when men make unneces- 
sary, offensive war. Tyrants are influenced by the lust of 
power—a desire to enlarge their dominions, and exer- 
cise a more extensive domination over men, when they 
make war against nations not before at war with therm. 
Some rulers may be influenced to war by pride, and a 
warm resentment against another power, for supposed 
or real injuries received. ‘The weakness of rulers, and 
their unskilful management of government, prejudice, 
party feelings and an undue bias may occasion a nation 
- tobe involved in war. This calamity may also be oc- 
casioned by deceitful insinuations of injustice and op- 
pression: and that a change in national affairs would 
produce justice, diderty and equality among the people. 
A memorable instance of this we find in sacred record. 
It is the rebellion of Absalom against his father. See 
2 Sam. xv, 4, 5, 6; ‘“‘Absalom said moreover, O that I 
were made judge in the land, that every man which hath 
any suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do 
him justice. And it was so that when any man came 
nigh to him to do him obeisance, he put forth his hand 
and took him and kissed him. And on this manner 
did Absalom to all Israel that came to the king for judg- 
ment: so Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.”’ 


iz 
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By his false and deceitful insinuations against his father’s 
government, as being unjust, he influenced many of the 
inconsiderate people to follow him. A war ensued, in 
which he and twenty thousand of his deluded followers 
were slain. 

"In whatever way the lusts of men drive them into 
war, they are under the divine control, and given up to 
such lusts and passions which produce war and distress 
among people. | 


III. God sends war upon a people as a punishment 
for their sins. 


This truth is evident by positive declarations in 
scripture, and by the divine conduct towards Israel 
of old. 


‘In this fourteenth chapter of Ezekiel we are inform- 
ed that God threatened Jerusalem with his four sore 
judgments, asa punishment for the transgressions of the 
people of the land. See ver. 13; “Son of man, when 
the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, 
shen will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and will 
break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send famine 
upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it.”” So the 
other sore judgments, sword, pestilence, and the noisome 
beast, are sent for the same end, to punish the people 
for their grievous trespasses. It is for grievous tres- 
passes that God visits a people with sore judgments. Sins 
of high criminality and aggravation. Sins against dis- 
tinguished favors and privileges. Sins by which a peo- 
ple have cast off, in a great degree, the fear of the Lord, 
have rejected his word and worship, and given them- 
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selves up to ways of open transgression, Such sins 
expose a people to heavy judgments, as long as they 
refuse to reform from them. God often punished his 
Israel of old, because they did evil in his sight, for- 
sook his worship, and went after false gods. But when 
they humbled themselves and returned unto the Lord 
their God to serve him, then he removed irom them the 
sore judgment with which he visited them. ‘This proves 
that he punished them for their sins. God says, “And 
ye shall know that I have not done without cause all 
that I have done in it, saith the Lord God.” ‘The four 
sore judgments of God were not sent upon Jerusalem 
without any cause. Their grievous trespasses were a 
sufficient cause for God to punish them as he did. God 
sent the Assyrian king against his professing people to 
punish them for their hypocrisy in his service. The 
king of Assyria had no such end in view as God had. 
But it was “‘in his heart to destroy and cut off nations 
not afew.” Wet God could accomplish his holy pur- 
poses by means of this wicked tyrant,-and then punish 
him for his stout heart, andthe glory of his high looks. 


When a nation is involved in war, it is visited with 
a national judgment. The nation at large suffers; and 
this judgment is for national sins. ‘Though there may 
be individuals who sigh and cry for the abominations 
which are committed in the nation, and which the body 
of the nation are guilty of, yet they cannot prevent na- 
tional judgments for national sins, when God designs 
thus to visit a sinful people. See Ezekiel, xiv, 205 
‘Though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live, 
saith the Lord God, they shall deliver neither son nor 
daughter; they shal! but deliver their own souls by their 
righteousness.” 


——— Ot“ ss TC — 


14, 


IMPROVEMENT. 


1. War among men isa proof of the moral depravity 
of the human heart. If it come from the lusts of men 
which war in their members, then their hearts are bad. 
Unjust and unnecessary war evidences a want of love 
to mankind. <A disposition to kill and destroy man- 
kind, unnecessarily, and to fill a nation—a world with 
sorrow and distress, is certainly a very sinful disposi- 
tion. Were two nations possessed of no other than 
holy affections they would not wish for war between 
them: nor would they use irritating language towards 
one another, which tends to produce war. But, mutu- 
ally endeavoring to avoid every thing injurious, they 
would rejoice in each others happiness and prosperity. 
But when men delight in blood and slaughter, and can 
rejoice in the miseries they bring on their fellow men, 
they hereby prove that their hearts are at an awful dis- 
tance from true benevolence. 


2. When war exists between two nations there is 
wickedness on one side, at least. “There may be blame 
on both sides; perhaps this is generally the case. Hf 
war be excited by the sinful lusts of men, then it is 
dificult to see how both parties in a war can be justi- 
fied. War is a judgment even inits mildest form, and 
when resort to arms has become necessary. 


Will not sin be chargeable upon the party which 
begins a bloody war without real necessity? To heap 
miseries on multitudes when no benevolent end can be 
obtained by it, and to send fellow creatures into the 
eternal world needlessly, argues a great want of benev- 


- elence to mankind; yea, a want of reverence to God and 
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to his holy law. God hath said, “Thou shalt not kill.” 
Though this command does not forbid the taking away 
the life of a murderer by public justice, when he is 
proved guilty, yet it forbids the taking away the life of 
our neighbor unjustly. If men are killed in an unjust 
war, will not such lives be taken away unjustly? 
Though this may not be called murder from malice 
prepense against the persons slain in battle, yet will not 
blood be required of somebody? 


3. If war be a sore judgment, then it should never 
be commenced without real necessity. ‘The case may 
be when resort to arms is necessary. A war strictly 
defensive against an invading enemy; when life, liberty, 
religion and every thing desirable for existence on 
earth isat stake, and in danger of being lost: and there 
is no way to avoid this evil but by the sword, then, 
perhaps, war is necessary, and defence by the sword 
justifiable. | But an offensive war is esteemed unjust. 
If a nation be not invaded—if it be not threatened with 
war—if the injuries it receives can be redressed by 
treaty, and not such as require an immediate resort to 
arms, can it be just, in such a case, to rush into war? 
If war be a sore judgment, it should always be avoid- 
ed as long as benevolence pleads against it. 


Would not a christian suffer many injuries from his 
neighbor, before he would kill him to obtain redress? 
And should not a nation be very cautious against too 
hastily rushing into the horrors of war, and be ‘the 
means of involving multitudes in misery, ruin and 
death? 


4. If war be a great evil, then delight in war is no 
evidence of true benevolence. Men delight in war 
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when they prefer it before peace—when they have no 
justifiable end in fighting their fellow men—when they 


are influenced by malice and unreasonable revenge— 


when they fight for spoil and robbery, and to tyrannise 
over their fellow men and render them miserable. 
Such a delight in war is hostile to true benevolence. 
It is inconsistent with a sincere desire of seeing fellow 
men happy in the enjoyment of their rights and _privi- 
leges, and with an endeavor to promote such enjoy- 
ment. 


David prayed that God would scatter the people that 
delight in war. This was a benevolent prayer; and, per- 
haps, a prophetical prayer, that God will scatter such 
people, that they shall not be able to accomplish the 
hostile desires and intentions of their hearts. 


5. In view of this subject we learn that men can 
have very different motives for engaging in war, from 
what God has in view in sending this sore judgment on 
a people. His motives are perfectly benevolent. By 
his judgments he manifests his displeasure against sin—- 
his love of holiness—his regard for his word and wor- 
ship, for the interest of his kingdom and glory of his 
name. But men do not always have benevolent mo- 


~ tives in going to war with their fellow men. They 
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can have very sinful ends in view, and many have been ~ 
influenced by such ends in the wars they have begun 
and prosecuted against their fellow men. ‘They had 
no benevolent ends to answer by bringing misery on 
thousands who had done them nowrong. This is the 
case with wicked ambitious tyrants who fill the earth, 
or a great part of it, with misery, slaughter and slavery, 
to gratify their tnlawful lust for power, revenge and 
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ther vices. As God is benevolent, in sending judg: 
ments on men, he is worthy of praise for sucha display 
of his righteous character. But men are deserving of 
blame for the wicked part they have acted in the same 
events. It is important then, that we possess benevo- 
lent hearts, and have correct views concerning the 
judgments which God sends upon men; especially war 
which is by the instrumentality of men, and often by 
some who are very wicked. 


Erroneous sentiments concerning divine judgments 
serve to blind the mind respecting the cause of the 
controversy God hath with men. | 


6. When war exists in anation there is solemn ev- 
idence of divine displeasure against that nation. It 1s 
not without cause that he visits the people with such a 
sore judgment. Hence, a time of war isa time for close 
examination, deep humility before God, sincere repent- 
ance of sin, and amendment of life. In this way only 
can a suffering people expect that God will remove 
his judgments from them in mercy. 


This nation of the United States is involved in war 
with a foreign and powerful nation. We ought to be 
satisfied in our own minds relative to the cause of the 
war. To obtain acorrect opinion on this point, we 
must examine impartially, and judge righteously. We 
have no room to hesitate why God hath sent this judg- 
ment upon us; We have been favored with great and 
distinguished privileges, civil andreligious. God hath 
eiven us his bible, his sabbath, his instituted worship, 
and his religion. He hath given us liberty to attend 


upon religious institutions and reap the benefit of them 


Be a te 


is 


without molestation. But how has all this goodness of 
God to us been abused and despised by many in this 
nation. Instead of loving and serving him as he re- 
quires in his word, have not many given themselves up 
to vice and immorality? What numbers in this land 
indulge in the vile practice of profane swearing and 
cursing! How has intemperance in the use of spiritu- 
ous liquors prevailed among us for some years past! 
Other gross immoralities are practised by many. 


The profanation of the holy sabbath, neglect of the 
bible and worship of God, are sins chargeable upon ma- 
ny in this nation. ‘hese sins are of a deep stain, and 
highly displeasing to a holy God. They are such sins 
as required the expulsion of Israel from the good land 
which God gave them. To profane the holy sabbath, 
to neglect and despise the word and worship of God, is 
to despise the true God and only Savior Jesus Christ. 
They who indulge in these sins are in the high road to 
open infidelity, which is a distinguishing characteris- 
tic of Antichrist? 


The neglect of family worship has become so gen- 
eral as to be alarming to many serious pious persons, 
Not only the profligate are guilty of this sin, but many 
of steady habits in other respects. Yea, it is feared 
that some members of churches live in the neglect of the 
important duty of worshipping God in their families. 
Perhaps the number of prayerless families in this naticn. 
far exceeds the number of those who have their morn- 
ing and evening family devotion, Thus to turn our 
backs on God and abuse all his goodness and grace to 
men, must be very offensive in his sight; and he will 
be justified should he continue the sore judgment of 
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war till we are oppressed and consumed. He can add 


famine and pestilence to cut of man and beast. The 


state of the weather has been such, fer some time past, 
as bears a threatening aspect relative to the latter 
harvest. God is angry with us, and can easily consume 
us with his judgments. It becomes us to be very 
humble and penitent for all our sins, to turn from all 
our iniquities to the Lord our God—to love the Savior 
and seek his kingdom above all earthly pursuits. 


Our danger is exceeding great with respect to our 
civil and religious privileges. None can tell what will 
be the issue of the war which has been commenced by 


this nation. Unless the governments of the two. 


contending nations are soon happily agreed in a friend- 
ly and peacable adjustment of the difliculties between 
them, it is seriously feared that we shall be drawn into 
an alliance with the other European belligerent. 
Should this take place, our independence and national 
existence will, doubtless, be lost, and we sunk in the 
dreadful vortex of tyranny which has overwhelmed so 
many once independent states and nations. But one 
thing more dreadful than the loss of civil liberty will be 
a union with the Antichrist of the last days, which di- 
vine prediction has devoted to a total overthrow by Je- 
sus Christ. Those who are found in union with that 
dreadful enemy to the Savior, must receive of the 
plagues which are to be poured upon him. It is danger- 
ous to be inattentive to the word and works of the Lord. 
Christ blamed the Jews for not discerning the signs of 
the times concerning the coming of the Messiah. H he 
have given signs of the perilous times in the last days 
when Antichrist shall appear, ought not those who then 
live, be very attentive to the signs of their times? if 


ie 
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ihe Jews who did not believe that Jesus was the Christ, 
were in danger of losing all benefit of his mission, will 
not those who, in the last days, are unbelieving 
concerning the signs of the times respecting Antichrist, 
be very much in danger of being carried away with 
the error of the wicked? Let us, my brethren, be uni- 
ted with Christ and against Antichrist. Let us reform 
every thing amiss in our hearts and lives. Let us . 
faithfully perform every duty we owe to ourselves—to 
our neighbors—to our country and to the kingdom 
and glory of God. Let us be much in humble prayer 
for our rulers and for all the people! Let us pray hon- 
estly that the war may soon terminate in a happy peace 
with Great Britain—that we may be free from all foreign 
bias, bea truly reformed, virtuous and religious nation. 
Then the Lord would bless us, build us up and not 
pluck us down. AMEN. 
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